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Global demand to grow
4.8% yearly through 2012

Global demand for industrial fasteners is
projected to increase 4.8 percent annually
to $66 billion in 2012. Fastener demand,
which reached $52 billion in 2007, grew
nearly 9 percent annually since 2002.
Although part of this growth is inflation-
ary in nature, especially since 2005, real
gains in demand have been fueled by
increases in world economic growth,
increased fixed investment activity and
greater manufacturing production.
Although future market gains will be
somewhat constrained by the use of new
materials and manufacturing methods
that reduce the numbers of fasteners
required, global gains in motor vehicle
production and greater demand for
aerospace grade fasteners required for
aircraft will contribute to growth.

Asia/Pacific, Western
Europe are net exporters

Although many countries engage in the
production of fasteners, few are net
exporters. For example, the US is a major
global supplier of high end fastener
products, but is a net importer of fasten-
ers overall. Countries in the Asia/Pacific
region are the largest net exporters of
fasteners to the rest of the world, fol-
lowed by Western Europe. Taiwan, Japan
and China lead the Asia/Pacific region
and the world in net fastener exports.
Germany (whose net export position
matched China’s in 2007), Italy and
Switzerland contribute the most to
Western Europe’s position as a net
exporter. China will soon overtake Japan
as the world’s second-largest net export-
ing country, after Taiwan.
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Emerging economies to
outpace developed world

Growing manufacturing economies and
increases in fixed investment among the
world’s emerging economies will bring
more rapid growth in fastener demand in
these regions relative to the world’s more
mature, industrialized nations. Conse-
quently, fastener demand growth in the
Asia/Pacific, Africa/Mideast, Eastern
Europe and Latin America will outpace
demand growth in the US, Japan and
Western Europe. China is expected to
show the greatest gains in fastener
demand of any other country, and is
expected to become the world’s second-
largest market for fasteners, after the US,
before 2012. Market growth will also be
strong in India, Thailand, Taiwan and
Russia. Sales growth will be stimulated
by favorable economic conditions and
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higher income levels leading to a rise in
manufacturing activity and consumer
expenditures for durable goods. Although
countries with emerging economies will
be the fastest growing markets for
fasteners, the more developed economies
-- such as the US, Canada, Japan and
most of Western Europe -- will remain
the most intensive users of fastening
products, reflecting the advanced
industrial and technological nature of
their economies.

Motor vehicles still most
important end-use sector

Consumption of industrial fasteners by
the world’s original equipment manufac-
turers (OEMs) represented 84 percent of
total global fastener demand, with
maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO)
applications accounting for the balance.
Among OEMs, motor vehicle manufac-
turers consume the most fasteners,
accounting for 35 percent of global
demand in 2007. Electrical & electronic
equipment and industrial machinery are
also important OEM markets. Addition-
ally, demand for acrospace-grade
fasteners is expected to grow at a healthy
pace, approaching $5 billion in 2012.

Study coverage

This new Freedonia industry study, World
Industrial Fasteners, is priced at $5700.
It presents historical demand data (1997,
2002 and 2007) and forecasts for 2012
and 2017 by market sector, fastener type,
world region and for 29 countries. The
study also assesses key market drivers
and technologies, evaluates market shares
and profiles 41 global competitors.
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benefit from an acceleration in fastener demand locally and ongoing strength
in a number of export markets, resulting in additional expansion of the nation’s

trade surplus in these products. Stronger domestic market growth will also help
stimulate industry output gains, although an anticipated decline in motor vehicle
output and competition from fastener suppliers located in lower-cost parts of
the world (supported in part by Japanese investment) will restrain the pace of
increase through 2012.
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COMPANY PROFILES
Profiles for 41 competitors in
the global fasteners industry

including Acument, Alcoa,
Embhart, ITW, LISI and NIFCO

Most Japanese industrial fastener manufacturers are small or mid-sized
companies. There are hundreds of small fastener producers in Japan. Among
the leading locally based producers are NIFCO, Nitto Seiko, Piolax, Sugiura
Seisakusho and Topura. A number of foreign firms also have manufacturing
operations in the nation, including Emhart Teknologies (Black & Decker), ITW,
MacLean-Fogg, Raymond and SPS Technologies.
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To order fill out the coupon below and mail to The
Freedonia Group, or place your order by phone toll
free (800) 927-5900 (US) or (440) 684-9600,
or by fax (440) 646-0484, or by e-mail at
info@freedoniagroup.com

Free Handling and Shipping

There is NO charge for handling and UPS shipping
in the US. Expect delivery in 3 to 5 days. Outside the
US, Freedonia provides free airmail service. If you
require express delivery, Freedonia provides this to
you at cost.

Save Fifteen Percent

If you order three (3) different titles at the same time,
you can receive a discount of 15%. If your order is
accompanied by a check, you may take a 5%
cash discount (discounts do not apply to corporate
use licenses).

Credit Card Orders

You may charge your order to either American
Express, MasterCard or Visa. Please include your
credit card account number, expiration date and your
signature.

Orders Outside of the US

Checks must be paid in US funds, drawn against a
US bank and mailed directly to The Freedonia Group.
For wire transfer instructions please contact our cus-
tomer service department at info@freedoniagroup.
com. Or you may use a credit card.

Corporate Use License

Now every decision maker in your organization can
act on the key intelligence found in all Freedonia
studies. For an additional $2,300 you receive
unlimited use of an electronic version (PDF) of the
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World Bearings

Global demand for ball, roller and plain bear-
ings will climb 6.4% annually through 2012.
Gains will be driven by a shift toward more
expensive, better performing units. Demand
in developing parts of Asia, Eastern Europe,
Africa/Mideast and Latin America will outpace
sales in the US, Western Europe and Japan.
This study analyzes the $48.4 billion world
bearing industry, with forecasts for 2012 and
2017 by product, market, world region and for
30 countries. It also evaluates company market
share and profiles industry competitors.
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Gears

US demand for gears will grow 3.3% annually
through 2011. The best prospects will come
from the aerospace industry, which will post
the fastest advances. Due to the dominant size
of the motor vehicle market, vehicular gear
assemblies will remain the largest segment,
with individual types such as helical and bevel
gears leading gains. This study analyzes the
$24.9 billion US gear industry, with forecasts
for 2011 and 2016 by material, product and
market. It also details market share and profiles
major players.
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Industrial Castings

US industrial castings demand will reach $35
billion in 2011, supported by gains in smaller
markets such as aerospace and electrical/elec-
tronic equipment. Shipments of nonferrous
types will accelerate, led by magnesium-based
castings. Ferrous castings will continue to

lose market share to nonferrous, both in value
and tonnage. This study analyzes the 15.8
billion ton US industrial castings industry, with
forecasts given for 2011 and 2016 by type and
market. It also details market share and profiles
major players.

Industrial Fasteners in China

Demand in China for industrial fasteners will
grow 9.4% annually through 2010. Nonthread-
ed sales will lead gains among standard types,
with externally threaded fasteners remaining
dominant. Aerospace-grade fasteners will
outpace standard products. Construction will
be the fastest growing market. This study
analyzes the ¥25.6 billion Chinese industrial
fasteners industry, with forecasts for 2010 and
2015 given by type and market. This study also
evaluates company market share and profiles
major players.

Industrial Fasteners

US demand for industrial fasteners will reach
$12.9 billion in 2011, driven by healthy growth
in aerospace equipment and nonresidential
construction, a rebound in motor vehicles

and rising production of many durable goods.
Aerospace-grade fasteners will grow four times
as fast as standard types. The MRO segment
will be the fastest growing market. This study
analyzes the US industrial fastener industry for
2011 and 2016 by product and market. It also
evaluates market share and profiles leading
producers.
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