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Worldwide demand growth for steel pipe will be paced by
continued strong increases in developing markets through
2019. The pace of gains will decelerate from that of the
2009-2014 period as construction activity slows in China
and other developing countries, and as oil and gas exploration moderates in North America after a period of rapid
growth. Steel will remain the dominant pipe material in
energy applications, but in other markets it will face
greater competition from plastic and other materials that
offer cost or performance advantages.

Growth in large Chinese market
to remain above global average
China, by far the world’s largest national market in 2014,
was a primary driver of growth in steel pipe demand
between 2004 and 2014. Expansion across all steel pipe
markets, especially in structural, mechanical, OEM, and
construction applications, fueled world steel pipe demand.
Through the forecast period, advances in steel pipe
demand in China are projected to decelerate significantly,
though growth will remain above the global average. In
contrast to slowing growth in the Chinese market, demand
for steel pipe in several other countries in Asia is projected
to accelerate through 2019. India will see strong improvement in growth, driven by an acceleration in construction
spending and expansion in its manufacturing sector.
The North American market contracted between 2004 and
2009 due to economic recession, but saw robust 20092014 growth, driven by a boom in demand for pipe for oil
and gas production. Through 2019, demand in North
America is projected to decelerate significantly, due to a
slowdown in investment in the energy sector.

Oil & gas leading steel pipe market
The oil and gas market is the leading application for steel
pipe, accounting for over half of demand in 2014. Steel
makes up the vast majority of pipe utilized in oil and gas
transportation and especially production due to its high
strength and its pressure and thermal resistance. Demand
for oil and gas pipe saw healthy advances between 2009
and 2014, driven by growth in China and North America;
however, advances are expected to decelerate through
2019 because of slowing exploration and drilling based on
already high production levels and lower oil prices.

Other markets to see demand gains
Steel pipe used in equipment manufacturing is expected
to see above average growth through 2019. Structural
steel will also register growth above the global average.
Although slowing growth in the oil and gas market will
limit advances, increases in construction spending will
drive demand. Steel pipe also sees significant use in the
construction market. Construction demand for steel pipe
will see an acceleration through 2019 due to rebounding
demand in developed regions.

Study coverage
This study analyzes world demand for steel pipe. It offers
historical demand data (2004, 2009 and 2014) plus forecasts (2019 and 2024) for total demand as well as demand
by market (oil and gas, structural, mechanical and OEM,
construction, industrial processing and other), for six
regions and 20 countries. The study also considers market
environment factors, evaluates company market share
and profiles 25 global players.
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western europe

TABLE V-13
Spain: Steel Pipe Demand by Market
ARGENTINA:
Demand for steel pipe in Spain totaled 450,000 metric tons in 2014.  
MACROECONOMIC
INDICATORS & STEEL PIPE DEMAND
Through 2019, demand is expected to advance 1.7 percent per annum
in
volume terms to 490,000 metric tons, a rate above the regional average,
   
as the steel pipe market in Spain recovers from low demand in the 2014
Item    
2004 2009 2014 2019 2024
base year.  
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In 2019, oil and gas pipe demand is projected to be 121,000Population
metric (millions)
GDP/capita
15000 18810 22080 2370026700
tons, slightly higher than the 2014 level.  Line pipe demand is projected
Gross
Domestic Product (bil 2013$)
573 756 934 1045 1220
to remain approximately stable as the country’s economic recovery
supports continued steady demand after a slightly elevated 2014; however,
Oil & Gas Production (quadrillion Btu)
3.3 3.1 2.7 3.0 3.3
demand will remain lower than the 2004 level as growth in infrastructure
Construction
Expenditures (bil 2013$)
54.6 78.2 89.3 104.3 122.7
spending will remain subdued and petroleum consumption continues
its
Manufacturing
Value Added (bil 2013$)
89 117 142 155 179
trend of slow declines.  Distribution pipe demand is also expected
to rise
in line with the improving construction market.  
$ oil & gas pipe/bil Btu oil & gas prdn 274 511 602 617 700
$ construction pipe/000$ construction 1.37 1.53 1.46 1.49 1.51
Steel pipe used in structural, mechanical, and equipment manufacother pipe/000$ MVA
1.46 2.18 2.92 3.45 3.99
turing applications accounted for close to half of total pipe demand$ in
Spain in 2014.  Through 2019, demand is projected to rise 2.1 percent
Pipe Demand (mil $)
1110 1960 2170 2540 3210
per annum to 238,000 metric tons, driven by recovery in durableSteel
goods
Oil & Gas
905 1585 1625 1850 2310
output as well as the improving construction market.  However, demand
Mechanical, & OEM
90 190 320 415 560
through the forecast period is expected to remain below the levels Structural,
of the
Construction
75 120 130 155 185
early 2000s, mirroring patterns in both manufacturing output and the
Industrial Processing & Other
40
65
95 120 155
construction market.  Renewed investment in the manufacturing industry
will also support rising demand for industrial processing and other types
Source: The Freedonia Group
of pipe.  Demand for these types of pipe is projected to reach 42,000
metric tons in 2019.  
Demand for steel pipe in construction applications in Spain was
81,000 metric tons in 2014, just over one-third of the 2008 peak. Both
nonresidential building construction and nonbuilding construction

TABLE VI-12
INDONESIA: STEEL PIPE DEMAND BY MARKET
(thousand metric tons)
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• Learn more about industry competitors
• Assess new products & technologies
• Identify firms to merge with or acquire
• Complement your research & planning
• Gather data for presentations
• Confirm your own internal data
• Make better business decisions

Gross Fixed Investment (bil 2013$)
m tons/mil $ GFCF

383 554 770 1020 1330
1.68 1.44 1.28 1.23 1.18

Steel Pipe Demand
Oil & Gas:
OCTG
Line Pipe
Distribution
Structural, Mechanical, & OEM
Construction
Industrial Processing & Other

645
215
148
44
23
237
155
38

800
256
168
50
38
283
214
47

985 1250 1565
284 324 371
165 178 190
65
77 91
54
69 90
374 515 685
260 322 394
67
89 115

245
130
530

480
265
585

660
410
735

- imports
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• Determine your market & sales potential
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This study can help you:

Item    

795 910
475 550
930 1205

Source: The Freedonia Group
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Related Studies
Behind the Wall Plumbing
US demand for behind the wall plumbing products is
projected to advance 6.5 percent annually to $12.4
billion in 2020. Pipe and sprinklers will be the fastest
growing products, with PEX and PVC leading gains
among pipe materials. Water distribution and drain,
waste, and vent (DWV) will be the fastest growing
applications. This study analyzes the $9 billion US behind the wall plumbing market, with forecasts for 2020
and 2025 by product, market, application, and region.
The study also evaluates company market share and
profiles industry players.

#3392................ March 2016................... $5300

Midstream Oil & Gas Equipment
Demand for equipment used in midstream oil and gas
applications in the US is expected to decline to $10.5
billion in 2019 as low oil and gas prices limit production growth and US midstream infrastructure becomes
better adapted to the recent shifts in domestic energy
production. This study analyzes the $12.3 billion US
market for equipment used in the midstream oil and
gas infrastructure, with forecasts for 2019 and 2024
by product, application, market, and US region. The
study also evaluates company market share and
profiles industry participants.

#3376.............. February 2016................ $5400

Construction Outlook in China
Construction expenditures in China will rise 7.8
percent per annum through 2019. Nonresidential
building will remain the largest and fastest growing
segment, driven by growing consumer spending for
manufactured goods and services. Residential building construction will benefit from migration from rural
to urban areas. This study analyzes the 17.6 trillion
yuan construction industry in China, with forecasts
for 2019 and 2024 by market and geographic region.
The study also evaluates company market share and
profiles industry participants.

#3299.................. July 2015.................... $5300

World Plumbing
Through 2018, global demand for plumbing fixtures
and fittings will advance 5.3 percent annually to over
$70 billion. The Asia/Pacific region will post the fastest
growth, with North America also expected to post
significant gains. Growth in the residential construction market will outpace the nonresidential sector.
This study analyzes the $54.4 billion world plumbing
product industry, with forecasts for 2018 and 2023
by type, material, market, world region, and for 23
countries. The study also evaluates company market
share, and profiles industry participants.

#3253.............. February 2015................ $6400
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Freedonia’s methods
• Establishing consistent economic & market forecasts
• Using input/output ratios, flow charts & other economic methods
		 to quantify data
• Employing in-house analysts who meet stringent quality standards
• Interviewing key industry participants, experts & end users
• Researching a proprietary database that includes trade publications,
		 government reports & corporate literature

About The Freedonia Group
The Freedonia Group is a leading international industry market research company that
provides its clients with information and analysis needed to make informed strategic
decisions for their businesses. Studies help clients identify business opportunities,
develop strategies, make investment decisions and evaluate opportunities and threats.
Freedonia research is designed to deliver unbiased views and reliable outlooks to
assist clients in making the right decisions. Freedonia capitalizes on the resources of its
proprietary in-house research team of experienced economists, professional analysts,
industry researchers and editorial groups. Freedonia covers a diverse group of
industries throughout the United States and other world markets. Industries analyzed
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Automotive & Transport • Chemicals • Construction & Building Products • Consumer
Goods • Energy & Petroleum • Industrial Components • Healthcare & Life Sciences
• Machinery & Equipment • Metals, Minerals & Glass • Packaging • Plastics & Other
Polymers • Security • Services • Textiles & Nonwovens • Water Treatment
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